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Royalista once were the guardians of free status but the contractual theories of the Whigs produced the orgy of individualism that has now found retribution in servility. The fundamental desire therefore for political status is the point where Socialism and Toryism meet on the real issue with Liberalism. If Toryism had known itself or any leader had believed its doctrine, either could have hauled the Trade Unions out of the slough and so embarked on the road to national unity. Socialism is seeking in defence the state of society that Toryism has always demanded in the positive battle for authority. The difference is in method, but Mr. Baldwin should hardly lead the professed aristocratic party while Labour struggles unaided to achieve class and stability. He should hardly apply a bourgeois and Liberal criterion to its endeavours. His perhaps innocent gesture shows a grave failure to grip fundamentals.
The fact that the law is forced to-day to recognise status both in the case of Trade Unions and Workmen's Compensation is the most ominous sign in a free country. In spite of progress the law is asked to resist the privilege of the capitalist class. Liberalism has in other words allowed the King's Government to enslave the King's subjects. The search for liberty has defeated its avowed object.
How the position has arisen is clear. The great illusion of the contractualists has been that labour was a commodity. Toryism alone has been in a position to give a fundamental lie to this belief. Recent generations of Tories have made no effort to expose this deep-seated cause of Socialism and Mr. Baldwin by his mis-quotation of Sir Henry Maine has actually condoned the Liberal deceit. It is clear from Liberal reasoning that, if Labour is a commodity, it can be bought and sold in the cheapest market, and the eventual process of degradation must lead human life to the same position as aH other mass-produced articles. Karl Marx, Soviet Russia, over-production and unemployment are only among the logical conclusions that have resulted from this insane premise. Liberalism has been the